
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 3 MARCH 2022 
 

Present: Councillors John Kane, in the Chair; James Date, Gwynneth Everett, 
Charles Maudling, Sam Meteer, Sam Pollen and Peter Tyson 
 
Officers: Rob Ward (Head of Nuclear, Energy and Sustainability), Steve Smith 
(Nuclear Projects and Programmes Manager) and Rose Blaney (Democratic 
Services Officer (Scrutiny)) 
 
Also in Attendance: Councillor Andy Pratt, John Maddison (ISH Programme 
Director) and Michael Walby (Burnetts Solicitors) 
 
 

OSC 21/82 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Felicity Wilson, Doug 
Wilson and Joseph Ghayouba. 
 

OSC 21/83 Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items:  
 
There were no Declarations of Interest received. 
 

OSC 21/84 Minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2022  
 
Councillors reviewed the minutes of the previous Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee (OSC) meeting. 
 
Resolved – That, with five votes for and two abstentions, the Committee agreed 
that the minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2022 were approved as a 
true and accurate record. 
 

OSC 21/85 Executive Forward Plan  
 
The Committee reviewed the Executive Forward Plan. 
Resolved – That, with a unanimous vote, the Committee agreed that the 
Executive Forward Plan be noted.  
 
 
 
 



OSC 21/86 West Cumbria Safety Partnership - Verbal Update  
 
Councillor Andy Pratt, the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) representative 
for Copeland, was in attendance, as requested by the Committee, to answer 
questions on the report submitted in January. 
 
Councillor Everett asked who the provider for drug and alcohol services was 
before Humankind, why did the provider change and what were the concerns. 
She also asked what Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs) changes were 
considered unreasonable. Councillor Pratt noted that DHR data is confidential 
but will check back with CSP to see what he can share. In relation to Humankind, 
they are the drug and alcohol service provider for Cumbria County Council and 
have been asked to expand into Copeland and Allerdale. There had been no 
previous service provider, other providers within CSP had been trying to cover 
the gap in the service, so Humankind have been brought in to help fill this gap. 
However, it is early days, and the workload is bigger than expected as there are 
now cases for those who did not know that the service existed being added to 
the backlog of cases. 
 
Councillor Meteer asked if DHRs cover murders, the reason that homicide is in 
the title if murder is not involved, inquired about the role of the co-ordinator 
and asked about the monitoring and maintenance for the Castle Park CCTV. 
Councillor Pratt noted that DHRs cover domestic violence and homicide 
between close family members, where circumstances dictate why a case will fall 
under a DHR. It was then commented that there is no co-ordinator throughout 
Cumbria as it is not a statutory service, the services is being provided by the 
districts but if there was a co-ordinator as had been advertised, then things 
would run smoother. Councillor Pratt then noted that the services is being 
covered with enough funds to continue the service to 2023, when it will be up to 
the new unitary to decide how to continue. Regarding the Castle Park CCTV, it 
was noted that the Police Station/Hub will have the date saved and access to 
the system, this is where a number of different groups are based including the 
police. The building is manned 24/7 and the CCTV system will be running 24/7 
too with maintenance being provided from CSP funding. Councillor Pratt aimed 
to find out which specific group will monitor the CCTV once it has been installed. 
 
Councillor Pollen asked for further information regarding CSP and why it has 
come to OSC for an update. He also asked; about funding, conversations around 
drug and alcohol, addressing concerns regarding crime and disorder, dedicated 
police presence and response times, correct contacts and homeless issues. The 
Scrutiny Officer informed members that the update from CSP was being 
presented to OSC as OSC are the designated Crime and Disorder Panel, as 
mandatorily required by the Police and Justice Act 2006 and the Crime and 



Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations 2009. Councillor Pratt explained 
that CSP meet quarterly and is run out of the old Police Station/Hub in 
Whitehaven. It is very confidential and helps keep an eye on all crime and 
disorder issues throughout Allerdale and Copeland with a focus on the good 
practice shared through working together. CSP was established four years ago 
and the group are hoping it will continue once the new unitary has been 
established. It was noted that CSP doesn’t review police funding but that the 
group do challenge police presence, with prevention being the key if possible 
but there is a known resource issue. But the group continue to express the 
concerns. However, if there is an issue in a particular area, councillors can 
contact Councillor Pratt or at least include him in the conversations to remain 
aware. Councillor Pratt and the Scrutiny Officer also agreed to look into creating 
a list of all Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in Copeland. Regarding 
drugs and alcohol, CSP don’t receive overall figures but strategies are discussed 
and the group are working with police to help improve issues. 
 
Regarding Homeless issues and issues with Homegroup, as brought up by 
Councillor Meteer, Councillor Pratt agreed to speak to both Homegroup and the 
Copeland Housing Team to work on improving issues, and if required, would 
bring a report to OSC. 
 
The Chair asked; how much funding had been provided to CSP from the Police 
and Crime Commissioner (PCC), what is happening to that PCC funding now it is 
no longer going to CSP, what external funding struggles are there, for further 
information on the Active Bystander training and for an update on the work 
being done at Castle Park. Councillor Pratt wasn’t confident on the amount of 
funding the PCC had provided CSP and did not know what was happing with the 
funding but has agreed to report back to OSC with the information. Regarding 
external funding, it was noted that all big funding pots are being pulled in 
different directions, but that Councillor Pratt will find out previous external 
funders and report back. Also, Active Bystander training is for those in the 
community, such as door staff and taxi drivers, to help them deal with issues 
without putting themselves physically in danger. The training is currently aimed 
at those involved in the night life of the borough but there are plans to extend it. 
Councillor Pratt also commented that the Castle Park project aims to be 
completed by the end of Spring. 
 
Resolved – That, the Scrutiny Officer and Councillor Pratt work together to make 
sure that all outstanding requests are completed, where possible, by the next 
OSC meeting. 
 
 
 



OSC 21/87 Sustainability Strategy and Climate Action Plan  
 
The Head of Nuclear, Energy and Sustainability presented their report in three 
sections; Sustainability, Establishing public scrutiny to implement the People’s 
Panel Recommendations and the Nature and Climate Declaration. The Head of 
Nuclear, Energy and Sustainability took the Committee through each section, 
inviting councillors to ask questions after each section was complete. 
 
Councillor Pollen asked about transport, the impact on stability, the view of the 
people’s panel on the mine and nuclear, for further information on the youth 
panel (which fed into the people’s panel) and also asked why the council did not 
declare a climate emergency when the other councils did. The Head of Nuclear, 
Energy and Sustainability noted that transport came under the adaptions part of 
the strategy but highlighted that Copeland had avoided setting targets for issues 
that Copeland are unable to change, though they did also highlight areas where 
Copeland can have influence, such as working with Sellafield to possibly create a 
decent public transport system to help with impact. But it is a challenge due to 
lack of powers, which is why a Communications Strategy has been created for 
those things outside of CBC control that we can still influence. It was noted that 
though the Mine was discussed by the Peoples Panel, there was no expert input 
provided due to the limited time and that Nuclear was covered during the 
Energy meeting and was covered under one of the recommendations looking at 
wider consultation. The youth panel was a group of 62 young people who were 
involved in work groups to look at providing recommendations on the topics the 
Peoples Panel were considering. In relation to the Climate Declaration, the Head 
of Nuclear, Energy and Sustainability noted that not declaring a climate 
emergency was not a fault or mistake of Copeland. Rather, Copeland took a 
more measured approach to set targets and wait to make a declaration with all 
the data available to better set a target and make a commitment with urgency. 
 
In relation to establishing public scrutiny to implement the People’s Panel 
Recommendations, for which it was noted that there are only five 
recommendations which Copeland can take full responsibility for and have 
already included within the Climate Action Plan, it was recommended that, with 
the agreement of the volunteer group Copeland Climate Monitoring Group, OSC 
would receive quarterly reports to keep them updated on the implementation 
and to help provide the necessary scrutiny. 
 
Resolved – That,  

a) This paper be noted with comments and feedback provided on the draft 
Sustainability Strategy & Climate Action Plan. 

b) OSC support the proposal to establish a route for the Copeland Climate 
Monitoring Group (CCMG) to scrutinise progress against the Council’s 



Climate Action Plan, as per recommendation 2 of the Copeland’s People 
Panel on Climate Change. With it being recommended that OSC receive 
quarterly updates, with the agreement of the CCMG. 

c) OSC supports the proposal for Copeland Council to make a Climate and 
Nature Declaration. 

 
OSC 21/88 Scrutiny Officer Updates  

 
The Scrutiny Officer gave the Committee updates on both the Work Programme 
and the Task & Finish Groups.  

A discussion was had regarding possible items to be added to the Work 
Programme, which included the possibility of creating a Task & Finish Group 
which could investigate a way to make accessing help easier for those struggling 
and in need. 
 

OSC 21/89 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 
The Chair informed members that the next Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
will be held on Thursday 7th April 2022 at 2pm in the Copeland Centre.  
 
 
 
 
[Councillor Maudling had to leave the meeting due to prior commitments] 
 

OSC 21/90 Exempt Information  
 
The Chair moved that 
 
RESOLVED:- under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds 
that, if they were present, there could be disclosed to them exempt information 
as defined in the relevant paragraphs of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
 
 

OSC 21/91 Industrial Solutions Hub (ISH) Company  
 
The Nuclear Projects and Programmes Manager introduced John Maddison, the 
ISH Programme Director and Michael Walby from Burnetts, who were in 
attendance to help answer councillors’ questions. The Manager then proceeded 



to introduce the report and explain the reason as to why the report has come to 
OSC. 
 
Members considered the report and a discussion followed.  
 
A vote was then taken, by way of a roll call.  
 
On a vote of 4 For, 1 Against and 1 Abstention, it was therefore: - 
 
RESOLVED – that recommendation 6 within the report be approved with a 
minor amendment. 
 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 4.28 pm  
 

 
Chair 


